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Spiritual Reflection for June by Jenny Neale 
 

The Saints’ Everlasting Rest by Richard Baxter 

The Puritans sometimes get a bad press. They are seen as a narrow-minded, 
joyless bunch of people. Nothing could be further from the truth. They 
rejoiced greatly in their religion and placed great emphasis on family life.  
They read their bibles avidly, were steeped in biblical truth and sought to live 
out those truths in their lives, both individually and communally. Their 
writings hold great wisdom and there is much we can learn from them today.  

Here is a short extract from one of them “The Saints’ Everlasting Rest” by 
Richard Baxter, 1615-1691, a leading clergyman, pastor at Kidderminster and 
Parliamentary army chaplain. 

“Which is better? To obtain all worldly goods your heart can desire and your 
eyes can look at and want – or to be free from 
the weight of covetousness altogether and obtain 
contentment of heart and an attitude of 
thankfulness for blessings undeserved? Christ 
gives us freedom from sin, freedom from 
covetousness. His yoke is easy and his burden is 
light. 

Beware of greed in all its forms; one can be 
greedy for all sorts of things, not just food; 
greedy for praise from others, for leisure and 
idleness, for new experiences; there is spiritual 
greed that grabs before digesting what it has 
already been given, greed for ‘spiritual 
experiences’ rather than waiting upon God like a 
weaned child at its mother’s breast. 
 



 
Let all knowledge turn into feeling and action. What you understand with 
your mind, accept in your heart and put into practice through your will.   

Keep open the channel between your head and your heart. 
 
Do not give in to laziness. 

Live now as you will wish you had done at death and judgement. 
God, Scripture, Heaven and the way there are still the same. 
It is no good to be of the ‘right’ religion if you do not exercise the duties of 
that religion. 

Be conscientious in family duties – teach the knowledge and the fear of God, 
pray together daily. If you cannot do what you should, do what you can. 

Avoid extremes and controversies in the points of religion. Most educated 
theologians don’t fully understand either! 
A proud person is his own idol. 

Maintain a constant delight in God , not just in his service.” 
  

 
 

News 
 
 

Last week’s plant sale raised a fantastic £73! 
Thank you to those who provided the plants and 
those who purchased them. We hope your plants 
are enjoying their new homes! The money raised 
will go a huge way towards things for the 
allotment where flowers are grown for the 
Church. 
 

Services this week 

Sunday 

13th June 

10:30am Morning Prayer  
 

This Service will be in Church and will be live-
streamed via YouTube,  Facebook and the Church 
website.  
 

Our Sunday School Sparclers will run in the Church 
Hall during this Service. 

Thursday 

17th June 
10:00am Holy Communion 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYCvGYRzr_S9tMBgTbpgMDg
https://www.facebook.com/stpetersbishopsworth
https://www.stpetersbishopsworth.co.uk/


 

 
Sparclers Sunday School restarts this Sunday 13th June! We can’t wait to 

welcome you back       
 

The June Prayer Diary is available to download here: 
https://stpetersbishopsworth.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/sites/4/2021/05/June-2021-Prayer-Diary.pdf  
 
Provisional date for your diary: 4th July straight after the morning Service 
there will be a Messy Church Taster Session for those interested in finding 
out more and volunteering. We await confirmation of whether this will be 
able to run depending on Government announcements about restrictions 
and will update you as soon as possible. 
 

Last week we heard about the Rev Ted Baines Charity, please find more 
information at the website here: https://www.revtedbainescharity.org.uk  
We look forward to hearing more on Sunday 20th June! 
 

The Ark Soft Play Centre is open! To book a session please click here: 
https://bookwhen.com/stpetersarc 
 

Virtual coffee mornings will run on Thursday 17th and Friday 18th June at 
10:30am. Please find the link to join via Zoom here: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89414254916. 
 

Work is currently ongoing on the Church hall buildings to do repointing and 
repair parts of the walls. The car park remains open. 
 

We continue to support Carpenter’s Food Bank. Please find current food 
requests here: https://www.facebook.com/withywoodcentre. 

 

Services next week 

Sunday 
20th June 

10:30am Holy Communion 
 

This Service will take place in Church and will be live 
streamed via Facebook and our website.  
 

Sparclers Sunday School Club will run during this 
Service 

Thursday 
24th June 

10.00am Holy Communion 

https://stpetersbishopsworth.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2021/05/June-2021-Prayer-Diary.pdf
https://stpetersbishopsworth.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2021/05/June-2021-Prayer-Diary.pdf
https://www.revtedbainescharity.org.uk/
https://bookwhen.com/stpetersarc?fbclid=IwAR3tR25F8tObpQSWTWpYCJmxj63MrzL2Jfe1B_znwQD1GOvHeQPPDkf44sI
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89414254916
https://www.facebook.com/withywoodcentre
https://www.facebook.com/stpetersbishopsworth
https://www.stpetersbishopsworth.co.uk/


 

 

Contact details 
Rev Tim Godden 0117 964 2734 info@stpetersbishopsworth.co.uk  

Website: https://stpetersbishopsworth.co.uk/  
Follow us on Facebook & YouTube  

Prayer Diary (13th June – 19th June)  
 

“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.” Colossians 4:2 
 

SUN 

Faithful Creator, whose mercy never fails: deepen our 

faithfulness to you and to your living Word, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

MON 

Remember the many refugees all over the world who have been 

driven from their homes by war, civil conflict, oppression or 

natural disaster. 

TUE 

Think of the many elderly and vulnerable people in our 

community, some at risk of abuse, some finding themselves 

targets of criminal behaviour. May we find ways of protecting 

and supporting them as we become more aware of their needs. 

WED 

Pray for all new Christians and those who disciple them, that 

every spiritual seed planted will take deep root, grow and 

flourish. 

THU 

Many Christians express their faith through the creative arts. 

Thank God for the gifts and talents he has given them in art, 

music, film, drama, dance and other creative fields. 

FRI 

Pray for our local police who help to prevent crime in our 

neighbourhood, support victims of crime and bring offenders to 

justice. 

SAT 

Tomorrow is Father’s Day. Pray for fathers everywhere that 

they will love their children, protect, guide and care for them as 

our Father in heaven cares for us. Also, pray for those who feel 

the pain of separation from their children. 

mailto:info@stpetersbishopsworth.co.uk
https://stpetersbishopsworth.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/stpetersbishopsworth
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYCvGYRzr_S9tMBgTbpgMDg

